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‘Body of Us’, the Swiss contribution to the 2018 London Design Biennale, is an exercise in and a reflection on friendship. The 

project was conceived as an active investigation into modes and processes of coexistence through doing and thinking. 

Friendship is regarded as a way of ‘crafting’ and encouraging the growth and practice of ethical modes of living and acting 

together, of seeing and orienting within the world for the sake of a common cause. It is not perceived as private and intimate 

acquaintanceship based on closeness, reciprocity and mutual understanding, nor as a networking opportunity or an instrumental 

‘we’ in place of the self-promotional ‘I’. It is rather an elective affinity, acknowledging the opacity, distance and difference of the 

other as constituents of a relationship. Friendship is rooted as much in need as it is in desire, based on odd sympathies and 

strange attractions as well as on a socio-political strategy around an issue of mutual concern. It is an exercise that aims to open 

up perspectives on ways of living together that can foster greater social, economic and environmental justice. This exercise in 

living and acting together characterizes the world as it should be, rather than as it is. It attempts to realize that world by 

assembling and addressing a ‘we’ as a ‘body of many (to be) formed by us’, and thus has a performative character. 

 

As the title implies, the project also reflects upon the colloquial, but by no means innocent, use of the term ‘we’. Who are ‘we’ 

when we talk about ‘us’? This thought prompts a quest for agency beyond what is commonly understood and conceded to ‘us’ in 

prevalent modes of political, institutional and economic governance, as well as by career and market conventions. Recognising 

that every ‘we’ generates exclusion, the project further aims to challenge the widespread understanding of the body as a 

singular, non-deconstructed and contiguous entity. It emphasizes that this notion is by no means self-evident, but rather a 

historical construct, consistently reinforced through hierarchy and dominance. 

 

‘Body of Us’ begins by incorporating the ‘we’ of the participants as ‘friendly collaborators’, which for the project group delineates 

a mode of working and being together, and informs a means of orienting in a living environment. It is a relational way of 

approaching design and reflecting on one’s own practice, and on the conditions under which design is produced, positioned, 

displayed and marketed. From there the project extends the inclusiveness of the ‘us’ towards the ‘we’ of the people who will be 

connected by their common experiences of the project, be it as collaborators, supporters or viewers. It then broadens up to the 

political and philosophical notion of ‘civic friendship’, a form of togetherness that is based upon reciprocal goodwill expressed 

through mutual support, mutual defence, mutual concern, and mutual recognition of moral equality - a ‘we’ that potentially 

accommodates all humans in general. Furthermore, this human ‘we’ cannot be imagined without the ‘we’ of the earthly condition 

as such: the ‘we’ of entanglement, the ‘we’ of organisms, the ‘we’ of matter who share a common destiny and owe their 

existence not only to one another but also to their communal living space, the earth. 

 

‘Body of Us’ will generate an experiential and immersive installation at Somerset House, and a publication that provides material 

for reflection on the topic. The installation and the publication will be interwoven, entangled and united by a website. What 

connections and parallels can be drawn between the different notions of friendship described above? What political, societal 



and environmental perspectives can they generate? And what ways of working, locating, orienting and acting within the world 

might we derive from them? 

 

The project was conceived by a large international team, itself composed of collectives and duos: the publishing initiative 

continent., the interaction design collective Raeuber & Stehler, the design research duo xgbml project, and the cultural agency 

common-interest. The participants had never worked with each other before. Brought together by Rebekka Kiesewetter, they set 

out to generate ‘Body of Us’, whose essence is not to be found in an end product but in the embodied experiment within the 

very topic it addresses. It is a call for relational and inherently self-critical ways of approaching design by consistently 

establishing agonistic, symbiotic and authentic conditions for the co-production of meaning. 

 
 
Installation: xgbml & Räuber&Stehler 

Publication: continent. 

Design coordination & direction: common-interest 

Curator: Rebekka Kiesewetter 

Production manager London: Kirsty White 

Website programing: Jakub Straka 
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Lorenzo, Matthias Maurer, Raphaëlle Mueller, Jakub Straka, Nina Paim, Lukas Popp, Fabian Ritzi, Maximilian Thomann, Kirsty 

White 

  

Communication: MAY Concepts 

 

Initiated by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia in collaboration with Presence Switzerland and the Swiss Embassy in London 

Supported by the Swiss Cultural Fund UK 
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http://continentcontinent.cc/index.php/continent
http://www.raeuberundstehler.com/
http://cargocollective.com/xgbml/THE-XGBML-PROJECT
http://www.common-interest.ch/
https://www.rebekkakiesewetter.com/
http://www.mayconcepts.com/
https://prohelvetia.ch/en/
http://www.houseofswitzerland.org/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/united-kingdom/en/home/representations/embassy-in-london/embassy-tasks/culture.html
https://www.swissculturalfund.org.uk/

